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1972: Local Government Act – major overhaul of way local government is 
organised; John Dean  became Head of Planning in Leicester
1973: Haymarket Shopping Centre and Theatre opened – one of the first 
complexes of its type in the country 
1974: Leicester Council replaces Leicester Corporation  
1975: First pedestrianisation of city centre streets (Gallowtree Gate) 
1970s (mid): Establishment of Conservation Area Advisory Subcommittee 
(later Conservation Advisory Panel) 
1976: Leicestershire Structure Plan adopted 
1978: Inner Urban Areas Act – shift in focus towards urban regeneration   
1978-1988: Eight Local Plans adopted for different parts of city
1983: National Heritage Act – establishment of English Heritage
1984: Beaumont Leys Shopping Centre opened 
1985: St Martin’s Square opened 
1987: Our Common Future – Brundtland report that set out definition of 
sustainable development
1990: Leicester was designated Britain’s first Environment City 
1990s: ‘New realism’ in transport planning – shift to more sustainable 
approach  from failure of ‘predict and provide’ 
1991: Shires Shopping Centre opened 
1994: City of Leicester Local Plan adopted 

John Dean: Shaping Leicester 1972 to 1993





























• New Walk (25/3/69)

• Castle Gardens (25/3/69)

• Greyfriars (25/3/69)

• Town Hall Square (24/3/70)

• Old Humberstone (29/1/74)

• Braunstone Village (29/1/74)

• Belgrave Hall (31/10/74)

• Market Place (31/10/74)

• Aylestone Village (27/2/75)

• Knighton Village (29/5/75)

• Stoneygate (28/9/78)

• Evington Footpath (29/1/81)

• South Highfields (30/4/81)

• Spinney Hill Park (28/10/82)

• Loughborough Road (31/3/83)

• St George’s (25/5/89)

• Market Street (25/3/89)

• High Street (25/5/89)

• Evington Village (30/11/89)

• Ashleigh Road (30/11/89)

• All Saints’ (01/01/2000)

• Church Gate (03/2006)

• Granby Street (06/2006)

• West End (02/10/2008) 

24 Conservation Areas in Leicester, covering the most attractive and 

historic parts of the city: most designated under John’s stewardship….  

• c.400 Listed Buildings
13 Grade 1
c. 40 Grade 2*
Grade 2 

• 10 Scheduled Monuments and 6 
Registered Parks/Gardens

• Local Heritage Asset Register - almost 
400 buildings (Local List)
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Aylestone Meadows

























































Connecting Leicester





























Waterside Regeneration Area





















Hamilton SUDs



St Mary’s Allotments








